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Kuwait Times, Tuesday, April 27, 2010

Forum discusses role of editors with new

technologies
Published Date: April 27, 2010

KUWAIT: At a forum in KUNA's headquarters on Monday, prominent Kuwaiti and Arab media
figures debated the role of editors-in-chief of newspapers in the Arab world in light of expanding
technological and communication advancements.

Speaking at the fourth session of the 7th Arab Media Forum, which started on Sunday, Walid Al-
Nisf of Kuwait's Al-Qabas Daily, explained that an editor-in-chief needs to be strategic. "Their role
is basic, to ensure the success of the newspaper," he said. An editor-in-chief should be keen on
remaining objective and immune to political influence, said the veteran Kuwaiti journalist in his
lecture.

He also spoke on the difficulties that decision making editors repeatedly face. Facing social
barriers, such as certain taboos and basic values, are common and "flexibility may be required
when encountering such conditions.

Jaber Al-Harmi, editor-in-chief of the Qatari newspaper Al-Sharq, said that a media organization
interested in success must stay ahead of rapid technological innovations. "Any institution that
remains in its place unmoved, will lag far behind," he pointed out. An editor-in-chief must be
skilled in using computers and cannot be less informed about this domain than the editors who
work under him, he added.

The editor-in-chief of the Egyptian newspaper Al-Yom Al-Sabea explained that good staff
planning is more than just installing state of the art devices. "The news room needs to be able to
supply all sections of the newspaper with various news and reports from all over of the world," he
said.

An editor-in-chief in the Arab world "suffers a lot from political leadership because he is held
accountable for certain notions promoted by the newspaper," said Ibrahim Al-Bashmi of the
Bahraini newspaper Al-Waqt. Political conditions in Arab countries coerce the editors-in-chief to
deal and be diplomatic with various parts of the social spectrum, he added. Faisal Makram, of the
Yemeni newspaper Al-Ghad, praised communication technology for allowing newspapers to cross
into previously untouchable areas, s

uch as corruption. — KUNA
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